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Attendance at Commencement, June, 1882. 


Hon. ALFRED H. CARRIGAN, President, Washington, 
Hempstead county, Ark. 

Hon. WILLIAM H. LANGFORD, Secretary, El Dorado, 
Union county, Ark. 

JAMES H. Moore, EsQ., Arkansas Post, Arkansas county, 
Ark. 

HENRY W. NAGA Eso. na Monticello, Men county, 
Ark. 

CoL. aan T. VAUGHAN, Little Rock, Ark. 

Dr. W. B. Srroup, Webb City, Franklin county, Ark. 
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REPORT. 


To His Excellency, Gen. T. J. Churchill, Governor of the 
State of Arkansas: 


We, the Board of Visitors, ad by you to visit the 
Arkansas Industrial University, would -respectfully MUIDKI 
the following report : 


We were present at and attended the examinations and 


exercises, during commencement' week, for the term one 
June 8th, 1882. 

In the management of the school there was a firm and effi- 
cient discipline, coupled with good organization. Under the 


- control of its honored President, assisted by the respective . 


members of the Faculty, the institution is unsurpassed for 
general good order. The students are proficient in their 
studies, modest and courteous in their deportment, and pos- 
sessed; in a high sense, of the worth and advantages of a 
good education. | - 

The University Library is small, consisting of not over 
one thousand useful books. It is kept open for consulta- 
tion by students at all reasonable’ hours. We would 
earnestly recommend that an appropriation be made for the 
purpose of increasing it, and that said appropriatoin be sub- 
ject to the order of the Library committee, that they may 
purchase at opportune times such books as are essential and 
actually needed in the Library. 

We find that the University is not at all times supplied 
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with bati and wholesome water, and would urge the build- | 
ing of at least two additional cisterns. This can be done at. 
a cost of not exceeding $500, and we suggest that the next 
legislature make an appropriation for this purpose. o 

The Normal department appears to meet with but little 
success—first, because most of the normals appointed by 
county judges have to take a' preparatory course- before 
being able to. enter the Normal department proper; sec- . 
ondly, the appointment of beneficiaries is looked after before 
that of normals ; besides, a majority of the studentš seem to 
prefer a regular classical courseto any other. Yetwe highly 
endorse the department and its importance in the University. 

Under the-management of Col. O. C. Gray the military 
science is efficiently taught, andtis meeting with success. A 
full and regular uniform is now worn by all male students, 
and the drill is an important factor in giving a good form 
“and carriage 'to the students, as well as furnishing a health- 
'ful exercise. i yon 

There is a good start made in the collection of geological 
and mineralogical specimens by Professors Harvey and Con- 
rad. These gentlemen have been diligent in having the ' 
resources of Arkansas well represented, and have brought 
together many important and interesting specimens. | 

The Chemical Labratory is now situated in the old frame 
building some distance from the college. The basement of : 
the new building has never been completed. We suggest 
that the basement, or enough of it for a chemical labratory, 
be fitted up, and that an ample appropriation be made tor this 
purpose. Asthe Labratory is now situated many of the 
chemicals freeze in winter, thereby breaking costly apparatus . 
and injuring the building. Besides, the nice and delicate 
instruments necessary to labratory work reguire rooms that / 
can be kept neat and temperate. 

The real worth and advantages of the institution are not 
known in many portions of; Arkansas. It should be more 
extensively advertised, and in addition notless than four 
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thousand catalogues printed each year and generally distrib- 
uted by the secretary of the university. It would also be well ` 
to increase the salary of Regent sufficiently to insure a person 
who is efficient as an educator who shall be secretary of 
the Board of Trustees, and whose duty it shall be to visit 
different portions of the State, representing the merits of 
the institution, and soliciting patronage for the same. 

‘Before reaching the institution we were aware that Gen. 
D. H. Hill had tendered his resignation as president. His 
action, in this particular, we knew from parties residing 
in various portions of the State, excited universal regret, 
and to be detrimental to the institution. Once assured that 
there was a general demand, and request that he remain as 
president, he finally withdrew: his resignation, and we are 
pleased to make known said fact to you. As far as possible, 
we also investigated the rumored dissatisfaction at the course 
pursued by Gen. Hill, his mode of governing the school, 
&c., and find nothing substantial in the rumor. ‘He is a 
man adapted to the position; of manifest and untiring zeal 
in the prosperity of the university; self sacrificing in. sus- 
taining its good name, and has given it a standing and 
notoriety that will aid its success for many years to come. 

The trustees seemed earnest in their support of the 
school and awake to its interest. Too much cannot be said 
of the enthusiastic devotion. of the ‘faculty and their 
determination to sustain a high educational standard. The 
students appeared prosperous and pleased, and the commun- 
ity around the institution are ardent in their friendship toward 
it. While we find the Board of . Trustees judicious in the 
general management of the institution, we would, neverthe- 
less, recommend that said Board be enlarged so as to place 
in it useful and influential men from every part of the State, | 
thereby interesting the whole people, advertising the insti- 
tution in their section, and dispelling the charge and impres- 
sion that the Board is a local one, and that the new mem- 
bers be taken from the now unrepresented judicial districts. 
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Through you we urge upon the legislators the necessity’ 


of making themselves fully acquainted with the institution, 


its condition, wants, course of study, &c. This found out.we- ` 


think they will not hesitate in making ample provision for 


insuring the building against fire, for building cisterns, fitting 
up assay rooms and cabinet cases, increasing museum collec- 
tions, and securing other necessities for the professors in 
their respective departments. 

In conclusion we report the building furnishes halls and 
rooms sufficient for all educational purposes. We know of 
no better place for the people of Arkansas to. school their 
children. The professors are first-class, the.climate remark- 


ably salubrious, the air invigorating, the surroundings pleas- . 


ant and beautiful, and as a healthy home for students, Fay-. - 


etteville is unsurpassed. The University, through its friends 
and catalogues, is gradually widening its advantages and its 
claims upon the people, and the objection of its inaccessi- 


bility is becoming less and less pertinent. In a short while 


it will have immediate railroad connection with all points of 
the State. We most confidently recommend the University 
to those having children to educate. The method of instruc- 
tion is abreast of the advancing age. The curriculum is 
good. The University ranks in n scholarship with those of 
older States. 
Respectfully submitted, 
A. H. CARRIGAN, Pres’r., 
W. H. LANGFORD, Src’y., 
W. B.: STROUP, : 
: E. T. VAUGHAN, 
H: W. WELLS, : * 
J. H. MOORE, 
| | Board of Visitors. 
FAYETTEVILLE, June 10, 1882. | 


